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Where to start…
• Query
• Concern
• Question
• Suggestion



Terminology:
• Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound e.g. cat is 3 

phonemes ‘c’, ‘a’, ‘t’

• Digraph: 2 letters together which make 1 phoneme 
e.g. ‘ai’, ‘ie’, ‘oa’. Sometimes called ‘Special friends.’

• Trigraph: 3 letters together which make 1 phoneme 
e.g. ‘igh’, ‘air’

• Split Digraph: Where ‘e’ changes the pronunciation 
of a phoneme e.g. ‘mat’ becomes ‘mate’ (a-e) can be 
referred to as the ‘magic e’

• Segment: The act of breaking up a word into its 
individual phonemes e.g. plain ‘p’ ‘l’ ‘ai’ ‘n’

• Blend: The act of putting phonemes together to          
make a word e.g. ‘c’ ‘a’ ‘t’ = ‘cat’!



How we teach phonics:
The sounds: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=ann
otation_4106458245&feature=iv&src_vid=RlpsmpW
OUFY&v=EYx1CyDMZSc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
WL4ld5AHBM

These can be encouraged in a child friendly 
way: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02
4FW9ntYUk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_4106458245&feature=iv&src_vid=RlpsmpWOUFY&v=EYx1CyDMZSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WL4ld5AHBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=024FW9ntYUk


Red and Green Words
Green words follow “the rules.” These words can be easily 

segmented sound by sound e.g. 

Red words are “naughty!.” These tricky words have to be learnt 

and read from memory e.g.



Alien words
• Nonsense words or alien words 

are an established assessment 
method of all schools. They are 
included because they will be 
new to all pupils, so there 
cannot be a bias to those with a 
good vocabulary knowledge or 
visual memory of words. This is 
a test of a child’s ability to 
decode using phonics. Children 
who can read non-words should 
have the skills to decode almost 
any unfamiliar word.

• It is also great fun and 
challenges all children! 



Comprehension:
When a child segments a word to read it, they are 
decoding – this does not necessarily mean they have 
understood the word or phrase.

How we can check for understanding:

• Asking questions related to a story.

• Asking children to tell you what has happened in 
their own words.

• Give a statement from the story and ask if it is 
true or false.

• Asking children if something similar has ever 

• happened to them and to describe it.

• You will find a phonics guide in your child’s       
reading record.



Bug Club
• https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk

• Interactive programme that encourages reluctant 
readers. 

• Children can gain points/coins for completing games 
and activities.

• Children have allocated books according to their 
book band and these activities can challenge the 
able readers with their comprehension skills.

• Mrs McAdoo will be holding training for bug club on 
Thursday 28th September  . If you have any 
questions before then, please speak to your child’s 
teacher.

https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/


How can I help my child?
• Let your child see you enjoying reading yourself – they are 

influenced by you and what you value!

• Immerse your child in a love of reading: share books and magazines 
with your child, take them to the library to choose books, read to 
them regularly, point out texts around you, e.g. in the street etc.

• Make time for your child to read school books to you regularly –
encourage them by pointing to the words and ask them about the 
story they are reading

• Use phonics play www.phonicsplay.co.uk . This is a website which is 
packed with interactive phonics games to help children to learn to 
hear sounds and blend sounds. We use this in school and some 
aspects of it are free to use at home.

• Help your child to practice reading alien words 

• Communicate with your child’s teacher through their reading 
record.

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


Cursive Handwriting at 
Bell Farm



Why cursive handwriting?:
• Proven to raise standards of handwriting and 

presentation across the school.  
• Proven to teach children to write fluently and 

create work which is legible and pleasant to look 
at. 

• Benefits the development of secure fine motor 
control.

• The fluid, continuous motion of cursive writing has 
been proven to offer kineasthetic stimulation in 
the brain that helps in establishing the 
connections that enhance memory, attention, 
learning and emotional responses.



How we teach cursive 
handwriting at Bell Farm:

• Fine motor opportunities – indoor and outdoor 
activities including play-doh, cutting skills, cooking 
and threading.

• Handwriting patterns – half rainbow and little 
smile – constantly rehearsing the anticlockwise 
motion.

• Practise, practise, practise! – weekly handwriting 
sessions, homework, RWI, class and outdoor 
based activities both large and small.



Raising the profile of handwriting 
and keeping consistency:

• We refer to cursive handwriting as ‘Bell 
Farm Writing’ and constantly praise the 
children for doing their best ‘Bell Farm 
Writing’!

• We consistently talk to the children about 
EVERY letter starting on the ‘magic line’.

• We remind the children to imagine their 
pencils are like magnets and are stuck to 
the paper until the letter is finished apart 
from x!



Raising the profile of handwriting 
and keeping consistency:

• It is very important that children learn to 
hold their writing implements correctly. 

• Children must use the pincer grip to hold 
their pencil correctly. This helps them 
with rigidity and control.



The handwriting patterns: half 
rainbow

• http://www.ictgames.com/writingRepeater/index.html

• We begin with the ‘half rainbow’ and apply it to the 
small, ‘boat’ letters first including a, s and c

• We continue with the ‘half rainbow’ leading into tall, 
‘sun’ letters like ‘d’.

• We finish the ‘half rainbow’ pattern with the long,  
‘water’ letters including g, q and f

http://www.ictgames.com/writingRepeater/index.html


The handwriting patterns: little 
smile

• http://www.ictgames.com/writingRepeater/index.html

• We then introduce the ‘little smile’ pattern and apply it 
to the small, ‘boat’ letters first including i, n and u

• We continue with the ‘little smile’ leading into tall, ‘sun’ 
letters including b, l and k

• We finish the ‘little smile’ pattern with the long, ‘water’ 
letters including j, y and p

http://www.ictgames.com/writingRepeater/index.html


Letter join

• https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop
_edition/patterns/index

• Log in details have been sent home in 
a letter and they are also in your 
child’s homework books and reading 
records. 

https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/desktop_edition/patterns/index


Notes to remember:
• In year 1 and 2 we expect children to be forming 

their letters with lead ins and lead outs but it is 
important that they have a strong understanding 
of the individual pattern for the letter before 
they attempt to join it. We encourage the 
children to begin joining as soon as they are 
ready. 

• Handwriting is a challenging skill to learn and all 
efforts made by the children (even if they’re not 
quite right!) must be praised.

• Use the language of ‘half rainbow’ and ‘little smile’ 
to support your children if they are struggling e.g. 
‘remember that letter begins with a half rainbow’.

• Emphasise the brilliance of ‘Bell Farm Writing’!



Activities:
Handwriting: Can you find and correct the 
errors in this piece of work?

Segmenting worksheet: Can you split the 
words into their individual phonemes using 
spots and lines? 

E.g: pain


