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Children must get used to solving problems in their heads, 
rather than resorting to written strategies. Practising
times tables is just the tip of the iceberg…

Games: Darts (doubling, tripling, 
subtraction from 501), Dominoes 
and other games that depend on 
numbers, counting, calculation and 
scoring. 'Battleships' is a fun way 
to use co-ordinates. 

Play: Add number apparatus to your 
child's toy collection – a purse full of 
change, dice, dominoes, a tape 
measure, ruler, pack of cards, Top 
Trumps, timer, different shapes - and 
use them to make mathematics come 
alive. Online games, such as Sumdog. 

Time: Look at clocks, both digital and analogue. Estimate how long a certain 
activity will take to do and see if you are right! Work out how long it is until 
the next mealtime. Play games: how long is a minute, starting from now? 
Display time vocabulary around your clock at home, buy them a watch. 

Money: Talk about pocket money with 
your child. Help them to add it up week 
by week, and work out whether they 
can afford a particular toy or treat. 
Shop using money and calculate change.

Times tables: Use known times 
table facts to derive corresponding 
division facts and linked facts, e.g. 
5x6 = 30, so I know 30÷6=5 and 
30÷5=6. I also know that 5x60=300.



http://uk.mathletics.
com/home/primary -
Mathletics Tour

Mathletics is an invaluable online and offline resource to reinforce 
maths concepts introduced in school and to also help your child 
consolidate their understanding.

http://uk.mathletics.com/home/primary


“I was never any good at 
maths.”

Instead, be a good role model 
and show them how important 
maths is to everyday life. 

“I don’t know how to do it that way; 
let me show you a different 
method.” 

Instead, speak to your class 
teacher and explain to your child 
that you will learn together. 

“Share them equally: you take 5 and your sister take 5.” 

Instead, let THEM work out half by sharing equally between 2.




